THE GREAT STATE

forbid any such distinction between a period of
travelling and a moment of arrival. The serious
social reformer is wise enough to hope that he will
never arrive; he is optimistic enough to believe
that there will always be something better beyond.
He does not visualise himself as one of a party of
excursionists who will be disembarked at the Mil-
lennium, as it might be at the end of his favourite
sea-side pier. The conception of continual travel-
ling is innate in the ideal.

The Great State will not be a spontaneous crea-
tion or a sudden accomplishment. If it come at all,
it will be by a development of the human affairs which
make up the States of to-day. This essay will en-
deavour to analyse these existing social phenomena,
in order that it may be shown how, in the opinion
of the present writer, they are already tending in
the direction of the Great State, which is the ideal of
the other essayists in this book.
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THE  ELEMENTS OF  DESTRUCTION

IT will be generally admitted that there is no static
condition in social organisation. It is one of the
chief virtues of human nature to be eternally dis-
contented. The healthy mind is continually striv-
ing for something which it does not possess. And
this demand for change seems especially insistent
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